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On Feb. 23 the Catholic Church's human rights office in San Salvador, Tutela Legal, denounced the
Salvadoran Army for killing medical personnel and patients in an attack on a guerrilla field hospital.
The attack occurred on Feb. 13 outside the village of Los Encuentros in Chalatenango department,
near the Honduran border. On Feb. 15, rebel station Radio Venceremos reported that soldiers
from the elite Atlacatl Battalion had attacked the hospital on the previous Monday. The broadcast
said three medical personnel and three patients were killed. On Feb. 17, Tutela Legal personnel
arrived at the site to investigate the incident and examine bodies. In a report, Tutela Legal said
that among the dead were Mexican physician Alejandra Bravo Betancourt, 35, and a nurse, Rosibel
Dubom, 14. The bodies of the two women were exhumed. Dr. Betancourt had been shot 10 times,
and Dubom, six times. Wounds on the breasts and inside of the thighs on both bodies led Tutela
Legal to conclude that the women had suffered sexual abuse or attempted sexual abuse before they
were killed. Local residents told Tutela Legal that another eight persons five wounded guerrillas
and three paramedics had been killed in the attack by Atlacatl Battalion soldiers. The bodies,
buried in several locations in the mountainous area, were not exhumed. Military commander for
Chalatenango department, Col. Ciro Lopez, told reporters on Feb. 23 that no field hospital existed
near Los Encuentros. He added that on Feb. 13, several guerrillas were killed in fighting with
Atlacatl Battalion troops in that vicinity. Tutela Legal's report stated that the field hospital had, in
fact, been located close to Los Encuentros. On Feb. 13, said the report, Atlacatl troops attacked and
destroyed the hospital, and killed all wounded guerrillas and medical personnel present at the time.
Tutela Legal said that the attack was in flagrant violation of the Geneva Convention of 1949, signed
by the Salvadoran government. (Basic data from AP, 02/23/89)
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